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Southampton Green takes the title, ahead of Cambridge Blue, Exeter Blue and Imperial

The Finals of the annual Team Racing Championships of the British Universities and Colleges Sport (BUCS),
with the British University Sailing Association (BUSA), were held on Strathclyde Loch, Glasgow from Monday 4
to Wednesday 4 April 2018, hosted by the University of Glasgow.

This was the culmination of an academic y e a te@nsselections, training and competition. In February,
the largest team racing event, probably worldwide, was simultaneously held over five venues across the
UK. 540 sailors, from 42 universities and in 90 teams, competed in Qualifiers. Four of these covered
English and Welsh universities at four venues (Derwent Water, Grafham Water, Spinnaker and Chew
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Valley, whilst in Scotland the event was the third in a series of d.eaguedweekends (held on Bardowie Loch

and Lochore). From these five events, 30 teams qualified direct to the BUCS/BUSA Finals, the planned

6Pl ayoffsé having been 6blown offé. Two | eading tean
Dublin, were also invited to compete.
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Several competitors spoke of their motivation, tra\
the teams are here from allwayosyv egoodhet oc onmengtr yn e va npde |
Birmingham White). AwWell, you know, I't6s BUSA isnbd
as well - the Playoffs in Scotland last year was our favourite event, itwasalotoffun-s o it &funal wa
here and were really | o(Gdbriehrg ofinpperialBlued t o t he ceil i d!
Ben Swyer (Newcastle Red): ABUSA is one of the bes;
the country. Last year itamasagaiahltyhiwelyeawun, whaindh
teams are a lot better this year than last, or we are a lot worse! But Newcastle have managed to get two

teams throughtoFi nal s which is a first!o

Al 6ve |l earnt a | ot in a vergombédorealshpuncgood peéeomel

Maddy Breen (Edinburgh Green) in her first year of team racing.

AThe wind has been at a good Il evel, but , with 90*
(Niall Ferguson of Strathclyde Green).

Cambridge Cruising Club bl ogge dwith & fesd lmedt dnora bolepwthan b 'y ¢
Swiss cheesed(Paris Thomas) and a final beat causing dnore reshuffles than the Labour shadow cabinetd

(Oli Jagger). Quite a few big gusts coming through causing some capsizes, but occasionally a little light

for the reefed sails. Still waiting for snow...O0
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Going into the Quarters, several teams had something to say: Mirjam Timmerman of Strathclyde Green
sai d: AfWe are very col d, but we are |l ooking good,
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€eéé we havendt t r, thisyeardwe are defniteiy doindy better than we expected, so we
are just happy to be herebo

Several spoke of the competition. Henry Morl ey of
and Southampton are going to be the big competition. Strathclyde are al so doi ng really
really expecting them, but they have been sailing really well thisevent,s 0 obvi ously one to
Hampshire and Ollie Grogono were ffeeling good. Racing is quite hectic, pretty shifty, but we will just carry
onwhat we have been doingédlYleameealk OVEhaougtltds t ©l Ibiee 2
in some pretty inconsistent conditions. Starting seems to have been our biggest weakness, but, to be

honest, as long as you stay quick and keep your eyes looking upwind to see where the breeze is coming

fromé .there are like 30 degree shifts at times, so it& all to play for right up until the last beat. If youde

losing coming intomark 4,itd& al | t.®Q:fpAnayy tfeoarmds youbvpar ¢ 0t @&Yfialu it yhél yne
all year it& been Cambridge, always strong. Southampton are always strong, and Imperial are looking
strong .as well 0

Wecaught wup with Gabr i el Solanthe startfof tHe maelel saidZambradgeaandrExeter A
atthetop. The one thatods sur pr i s etdeyanedoinggeall wall,andhve Hayedhad Gr e
a couple of really good races against them - they are all really nice guysaswelb whi ch i s ni ce. 0
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fDespite the weather and difficult wind conditionso doa Buins of Bristol, thdiFinals this year were
incredibly well run in our eyes. The course layers did a particularly good job reacting to the inconsistent
wind direction, and the racing seemed, overall, very fair, with most of the expected teams coming out on
top. It would have been difficult to get many more races in.

firhe final was a good watch, and ultimately Southampton deserved to take home the win. Thank you very
much to the race committee and event organisers for putting together an efficient, fair and enjoyable
eventa

We spoke, once more, with Gabriel Ing, Captain of Imperial. i (réally @njoyed Finals and were delighted

with our performance! The weather was horrible all week,b ut we di dnét Il et it damp
some terrific racing all week. The only real disappointment was that the light and shifty winds slowed the

racing down, and we didn't get more. It was also a real shame that the ball ended how it did as we were

really excited for it. Nevertheless, we ar e all very grateful for BUSA ai
are very much looking forward to having another go for the title next year!o
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BUSA Technical Del egat e, Keith Sammons said: AA Dbi
McCosh and all her team did a great job.

AWe cannot c¢ onft andWwe certaiely hadesane lpretty difficult conditions. Well done to all
the teams. It was a nice event i all were friendlyé . chipped in to support each other. The quality of
racing was excellent. We managed thirteen rounds. There were seven different universities in the
Quarters. A very friendly atmosphere. o
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Manchesterdéds Commo WWome nGaaain01BUSAscomment ed: AHavinNn
won the Northern Qualifiers and had a good performance at UKTRA, Manchester Purple were excited to

race against teams from other regions. As you should do in a Swiss league, we lost the first race to
Cambridge Black but went on to win the rest of our races on the first day in deteriorating winds, with life

not made easy due to the decision to reef the boats midday, after which the wind died.
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