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Southampton Green takes the title, ahead of Cambridge Blue, Exeter Blue and Imperial  
 

The Finals of the annual Team Racing Championships of the British Universities and Colleges Sport (BUCS), 
with the British University Sailing Association (BUSA), were held on Strathclyde Loch, Glasgow from Monday 4 
to Wednesday 4 April 2018, hosted by the University of Glasgow. 
 
This was the culmination of an academic yearôs team selections, training and competition. In February, 
the largest team racing event, probably worldwide, was simultaneously held over five venues across the 
UK. 540 sailors, from 42 universities and in 90 teams, competed in Qualifiers. Four of these covered 
English and Welsh universities at four venues (Derwent Water, Grafham Water, Spinnaker and Chew 
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Valley, whilst in Scotland the event was the third in a series of óLeagueô weekends (held on Bardowie Loch 
and Lochore). From these five events, 30 teams qualified direct to the BUCS/BUSA Finals, the planned 
óPlayoffsô having been óblown offô. Two leading teams from Ireland, University College Dublin and Trinity College 
Dublin, were also invited to compete. 
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Several competitors spoke of their motivation, travelling to Finals, during the event: ñGood competition, all 
the teams are here from all over the country, and itôs always good to meet new peopleò (Adam Stone of 
Birmingham White). ñWell, you know, Itôs BUSA isnôt it! You would never say no. We really like Scotland 
as well - the Playoffs in Scotland last year was our favourite event, it was a lot of fun - so itôs always fun 
here and were really looking forward to the ceilidhò (Gabriel Ing of Imperial Blue). 
 

Ben Swyer (Newcastle Red): ñBUSA is one of the best events of the year, with some of the best teams in 
the country. Last year it was really well run, and itôs the same again this year, which is nice to seeééThe 
teams are a lot better this year than last, or we are a lot worse! But Newcastle have managed to get two 
teams through to Finals which is a first!ò 
 

ñIôve learnt a lot in a very short space of time, sailed with some really good people, learnt a lot!ò, said 
Maddy Breen (Edinburgh Green) in her first year of team racing. 
 

 ñThe wind has been at a good level, but, with 90* wind shifts, things are very exciting on the start line!ò 
(Niall Ferguson of Strathclyde Green). 
 

Cambridge Cruising Club blogged: ñGood racing by all on a course, with a first beat ómore holey than 
Swiss cheeseó (Paris Thomas) and a final beat causing ómore reshuffles than the Labour shadow cabinetô 
(Oli Jagger). Quite a few big gusts coming through causing some capsizes, but occasionally a little light 
for the reefed sails. Still waiting for snow...ò 
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Going into the Quarters, several teams had something to say: Mirjam Timmerman of Strathclyde Green 
said: ñWe are very cold, but we are looking good, won the last race so optimistic, I guess, letôs do this! 
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ééé we havenôt trained very much, this year; we are definitely doing better than we expected, so we 
are just happy to be hereò.  
 
Several spoke of the competition. Henry Morley of Cambridge Blue: ñI think Exeter Blue is on top form, 
and Southampton are going to be the big competition. Strathclyde are also doing really wellé.I wasnôt 
really expecting them, but they have been sailing really well this event, so obviously one to watchò.  Murray 
Hampshire and Ollie Grogono were ñfeeling good. Racing is quite hectic, pretty shifty, but we will just carry 
on what we have been doing all week. Thoughts Ollie?òé ñYeah weôve tried to be as consistent as we can 
in some pretty inconsistent conditions. Starting seems to have been our biggest weakness, but, to be 
honest, as long as you stay quick and keep your eyes looking upwind to see where the breeze is coming 
fromé.there are like 30 degree shifts at times, so itôs all to play for right up until the last beat. If youôre 
losing coming into mark 4, itôs all to play forò. Q: ñAny teams youôve got your eye on particularly?òé.ñI think 
all year itôs been Cambridge, always strong. Southampton are always strong, and Imperial are looking 
strong as wellò. 
 
We caught up with Gabriel Ing of Imperial again:  ñSo, at the start of the week I said Cambridge and Exeter 
at the top. The one thatôs surprised me is Strathclyde Green; they are doing really well, and we have had 
a couple of really good races against them - they are all really nice guys as well, which is nice.ò 
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ñDespite the weather and difficult wind conditionsò, said Joe Burns of Bristol, ñthe Finals this year were 
incredibly well run in our eyes. The course layers did a particularly good job reacting to the inconsistent 
wind direction, and the racing seemed, overall, very fair, with most of the expected teams coming out on 
top. It would have been difficult to get many more races in. 
 

ñThe final was a good watch, and ultimately Southampton deserved to take home the win. Thank you very 
much to the race committee and event organisers for putting together an efficient, fair and enjoyable 
eventò. 
 

We spoke, once more, with Gabriel Ing, Captain of Imperial. ñ(We) really enjoyed Finals and were delighted 
with our performance! The weather was horrible all week, but we didnôt let it dampen our spirits as we had 
some terrific racing all week. The only real disappointment was that the light and shifty winds slowed the 
racing down, and we didn't get more. It was also a real shame that the ball ended how it did as we were 
really excited for it. Nevertheless, we are all very grateful for BUSA and Glasgowôs great organisation, we 
are very much looking forward to having another go for the title next year!ò  
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BUSA Technical Delegate, Keith Sammons said: ñA big óthank youô to Glasgow; Commodore, Lindsay 
McCosh and all her team did a great job. 
 
ñWe cannot control the weather ï and we certainly had some pretty difficult conditions. Well done to all 
the teams. It was a nice event ï all were friendlyé..chipped in to support each other. The quality of 
racing was excellent.  We managed thirteen rounds. There were seven different universities in the 
Quarters. A very friendly atmosphere.ò  
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Manchesterôs Commodore (and BUSAs Womenôs Captain 2017-18) commented: ñHaving convincingly 
won the Northern Qualifiers and had a good performance at UKTRA, Manchester Purple were excited to 
race against teams from other regions. As you should do in a Swiss league, we lost the first race to 
Cambridge Black but went on to win the rest of our races on the first day in deteriorating winds, with life 
not made easy due to the decision to reef the boats midday, after which the wind died.  
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